CRAILING, ECKFORD & NISBET COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MEETING HELD IN LOTHIAN HALL, CRAILING – MONDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2017 at 7pm
Attendees:  Sylvia Seivwright (Chair), Caroline Cook, Peter Jeary, Charlie Robertson and Dorothy Willis.

1.   
Apologies:  Linda Coles, Marie Hogg and Elliot Lewis.
2.
Minutes of Meeting:   In the absence of Linda Coles, Secretary, Peter Jeary agreed to take the minutes of the meeting.
3.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  The Minute of the Meeting held in Eckford Village Hall on 28 August 2017 was approved.
4.
Matters Arising:  

Crailing Ride-out. - Sylvia reported that she had spoken to Sheila Campbell who thought that health and safety issues were the key consideration in limiting the number of riders going to the War Memorial to four. To make it more of an occasion in future years, she thought that local residents should be asked to join the riders at the War Memorial on an informal basis. 

Vice Chairman and Treasurer. - Sylvia reported that she had been advised by SBC that the Vice Chairman cannot hold two offices concurrently and Peter Jeary had therefore agreed to stand down as Vice Chairman but to continue in post as Treasurer. There was therefore a vacancy for Vice Chairman.

Broadband. - Peter reported that he understood that Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband and not BT were responsible for commissioning the upgraded broadband work currently being undertaken in the area. He suggested that they should be invited to attend a local meeting on a date of their choosing in January 2018 to provide information and answer questions. This was agreed. ACTION: Letter to be sent to Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband. (PJ)

Railway Line path, Nisbet. - Sylvia reported that she had spoken to Lothian Estates about the dangerous state of the culvert on the path next to the sewage works and they had agreed to do the necessary work when they next have a digger in the area.

Eckford Church and Watchtower. - Charlie and Peter reported that water and drainage problems were delaying the work in converting the church to a house. The poor condition of the watchtower, which is still owned by SBC, continues to be a cause for concern.  It was agreed to review the position in spring 2018.
Remembrance Day Service, Eckford War Memorial. – Sylvia expressed her appreciation to Joe Haniford for conducting the service and to Margaret Jeary for sourcing the wreath.
5.
Treasurer’s report: 
Accounts -   Peter reported that the balance in the bank at the moment was   £1960.50.  However, after taking into account ring-fenced anticipated and known expenses, in particular AED replacement batteries and pads, this left a free balance of £675. 
ACTION: Community Councillors to consider any pressing needs in their villages which require small amounts of expenditure.  
Web Hosting – Sylvia reported that Sandu Media had failed to respond to emails about continuing the web hosting arrangements from June 2017. Eventually contact had been made with one of the partners who said that the firm would agree to continue at a greatly reduced fee.  Sheila Campbell had expressed her concern about the recent standard of service provided by this firm. Sylvia recommended that Sheila should be asked to look for alternative firms and to report back at the next meeting. This was agreed. ACTION Sheila Campbell to be authorized to seek alternative firms. (SS)
Honorarium – Sylvia reported that the agreed honorarium payable for the combined post of Secretary / Treasurer was currently £140. In recent years the payment had been waived by the post holders. Now that the Community Council had separated the combined post, she recommended the following honorarium payments – Secretary - £120 per annum; Treasurer - £40 per annum. This was agreed. 

6.
Police report: Sylvia read out an up-dating report from PC Gary Chisholm. 
7.
Old Three Year Plan – 2014/17: 

Jubilee Path – Peter reported that he had applied to SBC for the maximum maintenance grant of £450. 

AEDs – Sylvia reported that the pads in all AEDs were replaced in June 2017.

Resilient Communities – Charlie reported that he had attended a recent seminar organized by SBC. The CEN website had been praised as to what other Community Councils should consider setting up. SBC have a fund to replace out of date elastoplasts. Head torches with led lights will be issued to replace the current torches and Community Councils will be expected to replace batteries in future. SBC plan to meet each Community Council to discuss their Resilient Communities Plan. They are also considering having a simulated exercise to test plans including the use of defibrillators. Charlie recommended that we should have an item in the new Three Year Plan for this. 

Oil Scheme - Sylvia reported that Jane Vickers had now taken over all duties from Elliot and Vera Smith. It was agreed that Sylvia should send a letter of thanks together with a garden voucher from Woodside Nursery to Elliot and Vera. ACTION: Letter to go to the Smiths. (SS)
Flo Gas – Charlie reported that the contract is due to be renewed in February 2018 and Norrie Fraser, Eckford will be making the necessary arrangements. 
8.
New Three Year Plan.
Localities Bid Fund – Sylvia reported that the deadline for first tranche of bids was 1 December. This was too early for the Community Council to consider and submit a bid. However, there would be a further opportunity in early 2018. 
Jubilee Path – Charlie reported that the current leaflet will require to be reprinted in the near future. Consideration should be given to researching established paths in each village and printing leaflets. Publicity could be given to these paths by advertising walking days linked to teas in the village halls which he had seen in operation very successfully in Shetland. 

9.
Community Updates from Local Community Councillors:

a)
Crailing – Members of the community had assisted with local marshalling for the Jedburgh Running Festival races held on 29 October 2017.  The trees at the bus shelter are restricting visibility and need cutting back. Enquiries are being made as to who is responsible – SBC or Lothian Estates?
(b)
Eckford – The rubbish bin area at the north side of Kalemouth Suspension Bridge has been fenced off by Lothian Estates and SBC has replaced individual house bins with two large community bins. This has greatly improved the appearance of the area. Work is progressing with completing the work in the ladies toilets at the Village Hall. Three of the four Buccleuch Estates farms in the area have been put on the market with sitting tenants being given first priority to purchase. 
(c)
Nisbet - Work on the conversion of the Old Stables is still planned to proceed after it had been feared that the sale may have fallen through..

(d)
Ulston – No report.

10. 
SBC Update:  
There was no report.
11.
Cheviot Area Committee 

There was no report.
12.
Correspondence:
   
  a) Countryside Alliance Awards 2017 - circulated

   
  b) Consultation on Scotland’s Low Emission Zones - circulated


  c) Programme of SBC Planned Revenue and Capital Works for the Cheviot Area 

           
      2017-18 – circulated.                 


 d) Proposal to form a Borders Railway Action Group – circulated

     
 e) Cheviot Area – Charity Reorganisation – circulated.         

     
 f) Health and Social Care Partnership - circulated

     
 g) Localities bid fund - circulated

   
 h) Traffic regulation orders- Speed limits - circulated

     
  i) Street Lighting, Crailing, Eckford & Nisbet - circulated

 
  j) SBCCN Network AGM – circulated


 k) Scottish Development Centre Regional Workshops – circulated

     
 l) Berwick Investors Conference – circulated

    
 m) Scottish Committee Climate Action Network – circulated

     
 n) Roxburgh and Berwickshire CAB – circulated        

 
There were no comments relating to any of the above items.

13.
Any Other Business:

No further items were raised and the meeting finished at 8.40pm.
14.
Date of Next Meeting:  The next Meeting will be held on 5 February 2018 at 7pm in Eckford Village Hall.

