
 CRAILING, ECKFORD AND NISBET COMMUNITY COUNCIL

2024-2027

Minutes of General Meeting No 10

7-9pm                        9th March 2026                           Lothian Hall, Crailing 

Chair  Charlie Robertson

No ITEM ACTION
1 CR welcomed everyone to the Meeting and gave a special 

welcome to PC Carin Tait-Logan, Community Police 
Officer and to Emma Donnelly, a member of the Eckford 
Community, both attending their first Meeting.

2 Attendance
Keith Bader KB, Virginia Burbridge VB, Richard Howes 
RH Katherine Pery KP, Charlie Robertson CR, 
In Attendance Councillor Scott Hamilton SH, 
PC Carin Tait-Logan CTL, Community Police Officer
Emma Donnelly, Member of the Public

3 Apologies
Councillors, John Bathgate JB & Sandy Scott SS

4 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of 12  th   January.    
Proposed KP Seconded KB

5 Matters Arising (not covered in the Agenda)

i Jedburgh Convention.  KP had attended.  There had 
been a very good turnout and near unanimous 
support for the adoption of the Unified Statement.  A 
copy had been circulated to CC Members in advance 
of this Meeting and it was unanimously agreed to add 
our support to it.  (Appendix 1)

6 Treasurer’s Report (Appendix 2) Report submitted, 
discussed & approved.  Accounts looking quite healthy. 
Ongoing concerns re the defibrillator funding.  CR to 
follow up with Mr Dagg.  A Whats App appeal round 
Nisbet had raised £270.  Further funds needed.  Agreed 
to approach Village Halls.  Perhaps each village could be 
given a target to raise each year.  £70.00 per Village per 
year would be enough.
CTL suggested that we might look at the possibility of 
Car Park Stewarding at Roxburgh for the Jim Clark Rally 
23/24 May. 
P Jeary had agreed to audit the books for this year but 
we needed to find an Auditor for future years.

CR

KP

All



7 Community Updates
1 SBC Councillors 

 Live Borders SH reported that Liv Borders were 
in a much more stable position and under new 
leadership.

 Jed Swimming Pool.  A new group working hard 
to prepare a business case for submission to 
SBC by 31st March.  A decision by the Council 
would be delayed until June as a result of the 
Elections.  Working to recruit a Board of 
Management

 Jed Grammar Site.  Non-listed parts of the 
Building to be demolished and the land sold on 
the open market.  Squatters on the site will be 
moved on imminently. 

 Council Budget.  Approved but not 
unanimously.  8.5% increase in CT. This would 
enable SBC to maintain services at their present 
levels.  Cuts are getting harder and harder to 
make.  This still keeps us well below the average 
charge for Scottish Councils


2 Crailing 

 Wall.  CR had discussed the Wall with the Roads 
Engineers at a Kalemouth Bridge Meeting.  
Agreed that SBC would restore it to its previous 
height, but not in the budget for 2026/7

  Crailing Rideout.  (Appendix 3) Feedback from 
the Callants Committee indicated that an earlier 
start to the Rideout would not be possible.  
Instead, they suggested that the Crailing Ride 
followed the same format as last year and that 
the Wreath would be laid at the War Memorial 
on Sunday 5th July  at 5pm.  (CR had discussed 
this with Jackie Laidlaw and John Cook and it 
was agreed to accept this proposal.  However it 
was stressed that the wreath laying had to be 
widely publicised.  There was again discussion 
about having a Piper present at the events.  VB 
agreed to follow up a contact.

3. Eckford 
 Grahamslaw Road.  No progress to report.  KB 

to supply photographs for JB.  SH to follow up
 Potato Boxes at Wester Wooden.  Pile now well 

down, but the site a mess.

4. Nisbet

CR

VB

KB



 Street Lighting, Work completed successfully. 

5. Ulston 
 No report.

8 CENCC Ongoing Actions
i President’s Route.  Steady but slow progress. 
ii Resilience  We have been fortunate that we have not 
needed to activate our resilience groups this winter.
iii Kalemouth Bridge.  (Appendix 4)  Report circulated.  
Some work undertaken to remove part of the bridge 
deck  to remove habitat for summer bat roosts.  The 
bridge would be completely closed for about 10 days.
iv Community Place Plans.  (Appendix 5)  Sheets had 
been issued to all households in the Eckford 
Community.  68% had been returned.  An initial 
collation of the responses were issued.  A more 
detailed analysis of the responses will be prepared.  
This will be followed by follow-up discussions and 
consultations.
v Defibrillators.  See Treasurer’s Report.
vi  Community Beat Officer.  PC Carin Tait Logan 
introduced herself and asked to be kept informed of 
issues in the Villages.  She offered any help she could 
to support our work. 
vii Distillery Visit  Awaiting contact from Sarah Fraser.
viii Fibre Optics Upgrade  Progress still very slow. 
ix Borders Tree Grant Scheme.  KP had applied for this 
successfully.  Trees now planted around Nisbet

CR

CR,KB,RH

9 New Business
i Renewables and the Erosion of Local Democracy.  
See under Matters Arising
ii People v Pylons.  Campaign and signage gaining 
momentum.
iii Forestry Concerns.  Appendix 6. Contact from 
Lilliesleaf, Ashkirk and Midlem CC.  Concern about 
the proliferation of commercial Forestry across the 
Borderland.  Possible preparation of a Unified 
Statement on this issue.  Agreed to support this.

10 Planning Applications
i Plots 1&2 Land South of Wester Wooden Farm 
Cottages, Eckford.  This is very similar to a previous 
application.  Previous CC Response shared (Appendix 
7)  CR will respond following contact with 
neighbouring properties.

CR

11 AOCB



i Bridge Across the Jed at Riverside.  Currently closed. 
SH indicated that there were, at present, no plans to 
repair and reopen it.
ii  Security Lighting at Crailing Tofts.  CR had been 
contacted about the brightness of these lights together 
with a request that they be readjusted to reduce the 
spread of the light.  VB agreed to get her husband to 
contact Mr Dagg about this

VB

12 DONM Meeting 11
Monday 11th May 2026   7.00-9.00
The Village Hall, Eckford.
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Appendix 3

------ Original Message ------
From: lindsay.wilson9@btinternet.com
To: charlie.loaning@btinternet.com
Sent: Monday, February 2nd 2026, 14:36
Subject: RE: Crailing Minutes
 

Hello Charlie

 

Apologies for taking so long to come back to you on this one.

 

The committee discussed your proposal at their recent meeting but following input from the 
Rides Convener their decision was that there just isn’t time to fit this in and that leaving 
earlier wouldn’t suit riders who will be rushing back from work.

They have offered a suggestion that the wreath be laid on Sunday 5th July at 5pm before they 
attend the Kirking of the Callant.

 

Look forward to hearing back from you.

 

Best regards

 

Lindsay

 

From: charlie.loaning <charlie.loaning@btinternet.com> 
Sent: 04 December 2025 20:28
To: lindsay.wilson9@btinternet.com
Subject: Crailing Minutes

 

Thank you very much for making time to meet with us.  I felt that we had a good discussion. 
Attached a draft of the minutes.
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Appendix 5

CRAILING ECKFORD AND NISBET COMMUNITY COUNCIL

ECKFORD PLACE PLAN

IDEAS SHEET

MAIN ISSUES HIGHLIGHTED

SECTION MAIN ISSUES
FACILITIES Village Hall, Refurbish/upgrade/extend

New Hall Y/N
Play Area

ECONOMY & 
EMPLOYMENT

Need to attract more employment
Encourage small business units

Use disused farm buildings
Eckford too small for business

HEALTH Paths Network Extend
Improve access on walks/wheelchair access

Paths not necessary
LAND USE Wooden Loch Bird Hide, Fishing, Picnic Area

Nature Reserve
Wildlife/wildflower Areas
More seating on Walks

HERITAGE Refurbish Kalemouth Bridge fully/ for pedestrians
Information on and Paths to other Historic Sites

HOUSING More Housing needed
Suitable for young people/families

Keep Eckford Small
PROGRESS TO 

NET ZERO
Off-grid energy production for the Eckford Community

TRANSPORT Traffic calming measures
Restore verges
Fill potholes

Extend 20MPH zone
Make roads into village access only

OTHER Bin issues W Wooden, Ormiston
Remove Potato Boxes
Demolish Black Barn

Pavements in the Village
Light Pollution from Crailing Tofts

Maintain Eckford as a Centre of Quiet Life
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Appendix 7

CRAILING, ECKFORD AND NISBET COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Response to Planning Application for the Erection of 2 Dwelling Houses on Land South of 
No 2 Wester Wooden Farm Cottage, Eckford, Kelso

Plot 1 Ref 23/00839/PPP

Plot 2  Ref 23/00841/PPP

This application has been discussed by the Eckford Community Councillors and with the 
neighbours to the site.  It has been agreed by Crailing, Eckford and Nisbet Community 
Council.

This application follows and earlier Planning Application for two Dwelling Houses close to 
the site of the Wester Wooden Farm Cottages.  The Community Council, at that stage, raised 
no objections to the Planning Application since it seemed to conform both to the letter and the 
spirit of the Local Plan and its associated policies.

We appreciated that it was a modest housing development, close to an established set of 
housing/buildings and therefore conformed to the appropriate policy statement.

It is the view of the Community Council that Eckford would benefit from some additional 
housing, particularly housing that would attract younger families.

We have, however, a number of concerns relating to the current applications and these are 
laid out below.

 OVERALL PLAN.  When we raised no objections to the original planning 
application, it was on the basis that this was a modest development.  This, next, 
Planning Application, in effect, doubles the size of the ‘modest’ development.  We 
note the size of the piece of land that has been kept in Mr Ramsay’s ownership and 
now wonder whether there are plans for much larger development on this site.  If this 
were to be the case we would appreciate being consulted on the overall plan rather 
than being asked to respond to a series of piecemeal developments.  We would also 
appreciate a response from Scottish Borders Council as to their attitude to a larger 
scale development on this site.

 Plot 1.  The row of Wester Wooden Farm Cottages provide an attractive frontage 
overlooking Wooden Loch.  They are an attractive feature to the walkers who use the 
paths in this area, as well at to those who live there. Placing a modern dwelling 
directly in front of No2 cottage will adversely affect the visual impact of the Victorian 
Cottages.  This will also have an adverse effect on the residents of No2 and No1 
Cottages. We therefore do not feel that this site is appropriate. 

 Plot 2  The location of this site, directly in front of the newly completed cottage, New 
Mayfield, would seem inappropriate and even insensitive.  Unless the owners of New 
Mayfield were warned that this might happen when they bought the site, and we can 
find no evidence that this was the case, we feel that they have every right to feel 
upset.  We therefore do not feel that this site is appropriate.



 Plots 1&2.  These sites, while adhering to the letter of the policy relating to housing in 
rural areas – in terms of joining with pre-existing buildings, do not, we feel meet the 
spirit of the policy.  The appear to be ‘stuck on’ to the settlement, not a 
comprehensible part of it.  Indeed Plot 2 is ‘stuck on’ to one of the dwellings that were 
added in the previous Planning Application. 

 Overall, we feel that the proposed developments would have an adverse visual effect 
on a very attractive part of the countryside.

Crailing, Eckford and Nisbet Community Council, therefore, do not support this proposed 
development and wish to object to it.

Keith Bader
Charlie Robertson
Eckford Community Councillors
21 June 2023
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